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CHOOSE CELOTEX 
INTERIOR FINISHES 


People who make a business of home decoration appreciate 
the myriad charming effects that can be created through the use 
of Celotex Interior Finish Products. This opinion was substan- 
tiated recently when the top-flight decorating experts of Ameri- 
can Home, Better Homes and Gardens, House and Garden and 
House Beautiful agreed to design and decorate a series of 
rooms with walls and ceilings of Celotex Interior Finishes. 

Each home furnishing editor was asked to decorate an inte- 
rior as attractively as possible, using only such furnishings as 
would fit into a modest budget. The rooms you see pictured in 
full natural color throughout this booklet are the result. 

As you view each of these arresting color illustrations, the 
handsome backgrounds of Celotex Interior Finishes won’t be 
the first thing to greet your eye, yet without these walls and 
ceilings to provide the foil for the furnishings much of the 
room’s appealing attractiveness might well have been lost. 

Seldom has it been the privilege of a manufacturer to work 
with such a talented group of decorators for the common good 
of home beauty. We are indeed grateful to have had this oppor- 
tunity and are proud to say that no program has ever awakened 
a keener interest in practical low cost interior decoration. 


“Modern with a touch of tradition,” is how its decorators, 
the editors of Better Homes and Gardens describe the room on 
the front cover. 

Here the treasures of old are at home with the new. See how 
the colorful beauty of the Chinese mantel figurines is set off by 
the plain surfaced Celotex Building Board wall. Soft-textured 
Ripple Blend Tile Board in its beautiful four-toned combination 
make up the ceiling and far wall. 

The warmth and color in walls such as these modify the sim- 
ple, straightforward lines characteristic of modern styling, and 
provide the key for the color accents and selection of furniture. 
Here truly, is a room to satisfy the yen of any modern. 


JHE CELOTEX [ORPORATION 


GENERAL OFFICE 
PALMOLIVE BUILDING 
919 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE 
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Dear Friend: 


It certainly is gratifying to know you liked our attic room 
well enough to write us for the "recipe". On the following 
pages you'll find the necessary ingredients and method of 
procedure for building and furnishing such a room. 


Whether you duplicate this room as is, or take from it only 
the features that appeal to you, you'll find out why we home 
decorators are so enthusiastic about Celotex Interior Finishes. 
Most people think of an interior Pinish as paint or wallpaper, 
but here is a structural building material that not only 
provides the perfect background for a room but it assures 
snug comfort the year ‘round. 


The enclosed booklet will give you an idea how successfully 
this material has been used for building new rooms and 
recreating old ones -- there's no end to the effects you can 
get with them. Before you embark on your remodeling program 
though, I suggest you visit your local Celotex dealer and 


see these materials "in person". Your visit will also give 
you a chance to get some expert advice on your particular 
construction problem -- there's no obligation, of course. 


In a few days you will receive a post card giving the name 
and address of the lumber dealer nearest you who handles a 
complete line of our materials. 


Cordially yours, 


ecole lon 


UY Director of Home Planning 
JA:FR 


—_CELOTEX 


BRAND 
INSULATING CANE BOARD 


PLANNED FOR 
INUSED ATTIC SPACE § 


\MERICAN HOME 
MAGAZINE 


Here's the Room 


By 


EVER have ideas for increased living space been more 

welcome than right now — what with the thousands of 
defense workers to be cared for and the “doubling-up-for- 
the-duration” problem to be solved in many communities. 
But many home owners are still hesitant about embarking on 
such an improvement program because they think they 
haven't the space, because of building restrictions or perhaps 
because of the expense. 

But now comes American Home Magazine with the an- 
swer to it all —a smart-looking practical room built in what 
was once considered unusable attic space and with materials 
not vital to war production. It’s a room you can easily 
afford too, for the modern material used for the walls and 
ceilings, build, insulate and decorate at one low cost. . 
and as for the furnishings — it’s a ten-to-one bet you’ve got 
everything it takes, gathering dust up in your attic right now. 

Let’s see how these home decorating experts worked out 


*Cost of Celotex Interior Finishes used in the room shown, size 12’6” x 18’. 


Built With Celotex Insulating Interior Finishes 
. Their Cost $79.60* 
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this cozy low-cost room . . . It’s apparent that they were off 
to a practical and economical start by using Celotex Insulat- 
ing Interior Finishes for the walls and ceiling. Notice we 
said insulating — that’s important for attic rooms because, 
you see, a large percentage of the heat lost in any house 
escapes through the roof... but if the top floor is insulated 
the heat loss is greatly reduced — and that means dollars 
saved every winter because, as you well know, fuel to produce 
heat, costs money, and the less heat you have to supply, the 
less you spend for fuel. And this insulation works to your 
benefit in summer too— rooms remain cooler because the 
blazing heat of the sun does not penetrate an insulated home 
as rapidly as it does one not insulated. In fact it can easily 
make as much difference as 15° between outside and inside 
temperatures even on the hottest days. 

Perhaps, from a decorator’s point of view, the fact that 
Celotex Interior Finishes once in place require no further 


Labor of course, is extra and will vary with job conditions and local labor costs. 


treatment, is even of more importance. Used in their own 
factory applied finishes they provide an unlimited range of 
effective and suitable backgrounds for any decorative scheme. 
They stay cleaner longer too, for unlike ordinary plastered 
walls and ceilings, unsightly lath marks do not form on their 
surface. When it does come time to renew their lustre how- 
ever, a simple cleaning with ordinary wallpaper cleaner will 
do the trick nicely. 

These modern wall and ceiling materials serve still an- 
other purpose — they build as well as decorate and insulate. 
Because they are structural materials, and not mere wall and 
ceiling coverings, they actually add structural or bracing 
strength to any building in which they are used. 


Materials That Simplify Building 


As the color photograph reveals, we chose three types of 
Celotex Interior Finishes for this attic room. For the ceiling 
— 3%" thick ivory finish Celotex Key Joint Units in panels 
4'x8". For the walls — 1%” thick ivory finish Celotex Plank 
in 16” widths. For the lower side wall (left side in photo) 
— ¥," thick Celotex Wainscoting in a leather brown finish. 
Each of these products have a “self finishing” joint which, 
as you can see, forms part of the decorative treatment and 
eliminates the need for joint finishers like batten strips. 

The application of these units is comparatively easy. In 
this case they were simply nailed directly to the open wall 
studs and roof rafters which, in accordance with standard 
framing practice, were on 16” centers. In cases where fram- 
ing is not standard or walls or ceilings are irregular, it would 
be necessary to “true them up” with furring strips or headers 
to provide substantial nailing bases. 

With the wall and ceiling material in place, our next prob- 
lem was to build the storage cabinet and seat (pictured at 
right in photo). “These were made with wood framing and 
a facing of Celotex Hard Board —a strong wood fibre 
board, 4%” thick. Notice that the cabinet extends from the 
wall about 10” or 12” — an excellent idea because it provides 
additional storage space within the cabinet and an attractive 
knick-knack ledge on top. ‘The base of the studio couch, 
across from the cabinet, was also made of wood fram- 
ing faced with Celotex Hard Board, and because the light- 
brown finish of this material fitted in so well with the gen- 


The space provided by the double dormer made an ideal spot for 
our dining alcove. The window wall was painted a “sunshine” 
yellow right over the Interior Finish with a casein paint. 


eral color scheme, both of these built-in units were left in 
their natural color. However, its smooth hard surface takes 
an excellent paint finish if desired. 


So much for construction — now let’s furnish the room. 
To give you an idea of what we started with, take a look at 
the two photographs on the next page—did you ever see such 
a pile of “junk”? Yet with a little mending and a little 
scrubbing they became the “treasures” you see in the com- 
pleted room. We, of course, realize that the furniture you 
may find hidden away in your attic may not correspond to 
the pieces we have used, but essentially it makes little differ- 
ence, because the size and shape of the room you build will 
dictate the number and kind of pieces to use. 


The important thing is to decide on a basic color scheme 
and stay with it. Here we have used brown, green, yellow 
and ivory. ‘True, there are varying shades of those four as 
well as spots of other color — it would be a pretty drab room 
if we didn’t use them — but stay with your original colors 
as far as possible. 


With the color scheme settled, the next step is to condi- 
tion the furniture. Slip-covers are indispensable in recon- 
ditioning old pieces like these for they do hide a multitude 
of sins. For the two large upholstered chairs a good grade 
of awning cloth in ivory, white and two shades of green was 
used. If your chairs have loose back or seat cushions, be sure 
to slip-cover them independently so that the chair cover does 
not sag or pull away when someone sits on it. 


Skirts For Kitchen Chairs 


The two wooden chairs used in the dining alcove are sim- 
ply some old kitchen chairs all fixed up with slip-cover dresses 
made of the same material (sail cloth) as the draperies. In- 
stead of full length covers which would have made the chairs 
awkward to use, we merely painted the legs, (a shade of 
green taken from the green in the material) padded the seats, 
then fitted them with back covers and “ballet skirts.” 


For the cushions of our built-in seat and studio couch, we 
chose a monks cloth in a beautiful yellow-green. Padding, 
of course, is necessary for the seat cushions and if you cannot 
gather enough horse hair from your older discarded pieces, a 
good grade of commercial kapok will do very well. ‘To keep 


Notice the wall in back of the couch—its Celotex Wainscoting, a 
rugged cane fibre insulating board with a specially processed surface 
that resembles the texture of leather. 


the stuffing from bunching or slipping be sure to tuft the 
cushions. You could, if you like, use a tie button of tomato 
red for the tufts to add additional color interest. 

Does that table (where the man of the house is so busy 
at his typewriter) look familiar? Well it ought to, for it is 
typical of the type that was standard equipment in every 
kitchen a few years back. It fits in well with our set-up 
here too — after we spent a few hours putting it into shape. 
We removed the old finish entirely and got down to the bare 
wood — you'd be surprised what lovely grain some of those 
old wood pieces have when you get the finish off. “Then we 
gave it a thin coat of shellac and two coats of wax and 
rubbed it for hours. Believe me it was worth it, for we 
now have a masterpiece in natural wood and a finish that 
can “take” a spilled cup of coffee if it has to. 


Tea Carts Change Color and Shape 


See those end tables? Believe it or not they once were 
tea carts. What’s more one was mahogany finish and the 
other walnut. Lamp tables aren’t easy to find in attic store- 
rooms somehow, so when we spied these carts we had a 
brilliant flash. Why not knock off the wheels, build up the 
legs to the proper height, and get ourselves a table or two? 
After that operation, we got out the varnish remover and 
went to work on the finish. But these we wanted lighter 
than the natural wood, so we bleached them with a solution 
of oxalic acid and tartaric acid (see your local paint store) 
before we shellacked and waxed them. Notice how well this 
blond finish goes with the lamps, and how it picks up the 
ivory colored stripe in the big chairs. 

The chests were “duck soup.” We'll admit we were 
fortunate in finding two alike, but even if the ones you 
resurrect aren’t identical don’t let it bother you. When they 
are used as in our room, height and color are the important 
elements — design is secondary. (Look at our end tables, 
they aren’t the same design, yet they look alike.) In order 
to establish the balance of color in our room we painted our 
chests the same yellow-green of our couch slip cover and the 
drawer pulls the yellow of our drapery background. 

Lamps, rugs and beds are practically impossible to pick 
up among “attic heirlooms” so we were forced to shop 
around for these items. While all we had to buy to com- 


From tea carts to end tables! That’s part of the magic employed to 
transform these hopeless discards into the useful and attractive furn- 
ishings shown in our completed room. 


Printed in U.S.A. 


plete our bed was a flat spring, there is available on the 
market a complete studio couch like this one with a wood 
base and two large drawers for the bedding. It comes un- 
finished and sells for approximately $25.00, mattress extra 
(Marshall Field & Co., Chicago). 


The rug is a beauty, both in looks and price. It’s a new 
type of material similar to the old grass rug and is called 
“Deltone” (Deltox Rug Co., Oshkosh, Wisc.). The one 
we used here is wood-tan color, 9’x12’ in size and sells for 


about $17.00. 


Lamps are pretty much a matter of personal taste and 
there are any one of a dozen types that would be suitable 
here. We chose this pair primarily because of the simple 
design and blond coloring which we knew would go well 
with our general color scheme. “The manufacturer is Fred- 
erick R. Cooper, Chicago. 

With our furniture pretty well in shape, let’s turn our 
attention to the window treatment. Attic windows for the 
most part are squatty little affairs, so to make them look as 
large as possible, we ran our draperies from a point about 
six inches above the window all the way to the floor and 
added to the width by placing them as far to each side as 
possible. It’s a simple gathered drape hung from a 2” 
(diameter) wooden pole with wooden rings that were 
painted a green to match the chests. “The choice of material 
(sail cloth) was fortunate for it contained all of the basic 
colors of our scheme. White net glass curtains, sill length, 
were hung from a brass rod at the top of the window. 


Add Bric-a-brac and the Room Is Done 


No room is complete, of course, without its quota of pic- 
tures, books and interesting odds and ends, and if your attic 
is anything like ours you'll find all you want. Use them in 
good taste, however, with an eye for color accents that will 
add sparkle and interest to the whole scheme. 


Here then is the room “you thought you couldn’t have.” 
A room suitable for the “young marrieds,’ for a defense 
worker couple, grandma and grandpa, or even the children 
. +. yes a room made out of unusable space, discarded odds 
and ends and imagination. 


And perhaps the greatest of these is imagination. 
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These pieces wouldn't take a beauty prize at any show the way we 
found them. But read how a little mending, refinishing and dress- 
ing up changed their status from “junk” to “treasures.” 
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TYPE “E’’ CONCEALED NAILING JOINT 


See how completely this tight-fitting dust-proof 
joint hides all ugly nail heads, leaving only the 
bevel exposed to view. This joint feature, stand- 
ard on all half-inch Tile Board speeds up appli- 
cation and provides better looking interiors. 


TYPE ‘DOUBLE A” INTERLOCKING JOINT 


This interlocking joint, standard on all half-inch 
Finish Plank permits the easy, rapid application 
that reduces labor costs to a minimum. Nailing, 


when necessary, is done in the bead. 


HOW CELOTEX INTERIOR FINISHES 


COMBINE Oi with Ud; 


Modern interior designers and decorators have shown us 
that what we spend isn’t nearly as important as how we 
spend it. They have proved that we can do much more for 
much less by making furnishings and materials do several 
jobs instead of just one. 

Celotex Interior Finishes are like that, because they do a 
triple job—they build, insulate and decorate, all at the same 
time at one low cost. 

It takes but a brief glance at the natural color views 
throughout this booklet to see what these products contribute 
to the beauty of a room. A range of colors, textures, and 
unit sizes were selected for these finishes that enable every 
home decorator to create a charming background for any 
period or modern room furnishing scheme. Even the con- 
struction features of Tile Board and Finish plank as illus- 
trated above, have been designed so that now. more than 
ever, do the unit joints contribute to a wall or ceiling pattern. 
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Yet behind their visible charm lies the even greater advan- 
tages of insulation against heat, cold, and noise. That is 
easy to understand when you learn that Celotex cane board 
products are made from bagasse—long, tough sugar cane 
fibres, each of which contains thousands of minute dead air 
cells. In the manufacture of a Celotex Interior Finish board 
unit, these fibres are closely felted and meshed, one with the 
other, thereby multiplying by the millions the number of air 
cells in even a small area of board surface. 

It is this formation that gives to Celotex Interior Finishes 
their extraordinary thermal insulating properties and make 
possible healthful, livable comfort that only insulated homes 
enjoy. This same cellular formation also helps to absorb 
noises within a room and retard sound travel throughout the 
house . . . it explains why Celotex interiors are warmer in 
winter, cooler in summer, and quieter the year around. 


~ DECORATIVE INSULATION 


LY LY, 


The beauty of using an insulation that doubles as a construction and decorative material, 
is that it doesn’t stop with the savings effected at the time of installation—it continues to pay 
dividends as long as the building stands. Season after season, the fuel savings made possible 
through such insulation, pile higher and higher. Before you realize it, the job is completely 
paid for, and you begin to reap a clear profit. 

Celotex insulated-decorated interiors pay off in lower redecoration expense, too. Lath 
marks will never appear on walls and ceilings built of Celotex Interior Finishes. Such lath 
marks are deposits of dirt caused by the more rapid flow of heat through the spaces between 
lath than through the lath itself. The more rapid the flow of heat, the greater the deposit of 
dirt. The passage of heat through Celotex cane fibre insulation, however, is considerably 
slower and is distributed evenly over the entire continuous surface, hence no sharp surface 
markings can appear. 

Time is slow to dull the beauty of Celotex Interior Finishes, but when it does become 
necessary to renew their attractiveness, a simple cleaning or a single coat of paint is all that is 
needed to give the walls and ceilings of the room new life and new beauty. 


To the right... All the old world charm of French Provincial is embodied in this 
gay, colorful dining room planned by the editors of House and Garden Maga- 
zine. Celotex Ripple Blend Plank provides just the character and warmth 
needed for these attractive walls. The ceiling is insulated and decorated with 
natural finish Building Board. The sketches at the left illustrate alternate treat- 
ments of the same room, using other combinations of standard predecorated 


Celotex Interior Finish materials. 


Furtixe Ohcracter ani 7 


The quiet dignity of Colonial Williamsburg, the Old World charm of French Provincial, 
the smooth functionalism of Modern—all find a perfect medium of expression in Celotex 
Interior Finishes. The secret of their versatility in the creation of period room settings lies in 
the fact that these insulating wall and ceiling units are available in a range of sizes and colors 
that permit countless combinations. 

Colors and finishes in this complete line were chosen by expert designers and decorators to 
form fitting backgrounds for practically all types of furnishings. Standard sizes were devel- 
oped to permit flexibility in design—construction features introduced for ease and economy 
of application. Constant research and development have kept Celotex Interior Finishes apace 
with the requirements of modern decoration, until today the line represents a range of choice 
that any decorator, builder, or home-maker will find fitting for the durable, attractive, 
insulated walls and ceilings that every good home deserves. 


To the right , . . House Beautiful Magazine through the medium of the color 
camera shows how readily Celotex Interior Finishes may be used to create the 
setting for a period interior. The walls of this charming Old Williamsburg Bed- 
room are Celotex Key Joint Units painted on the job —no special sizing is neces- 
sary when a casein base paint such as this is used. Celotex Finish Plank in its 
factory applied surface of rich lvory was used for the ceiling and wainscoting. 
The color sketches at the left suggest three other methods of treatment for this 


same room, using standard Celotex Interior Finish Products. 
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Once an unused attic cluttered with old trunks, broken furniture, 
dust and dirt—now a new room for home comfort. This bit of magic 


was easily accomplished with Celotex Building Board. 


The living room of an attic “apartment” with walls and ceilings of 
Key Joint Units. This home owner profits in two ways—income from 


once wasted space and fuel savings from the insulation. 


Children enjoy a room of their own. In this one they can play un- 
molested—cool even on the hottest days, because the walls and 
ceilings are lined with Celotex Tile Board and Finish Plank. 


Pleasure rules on this old coal bin site. A strange place for a recrea- 
tion room? Not at all. A simple application of Celotex Interior 


Finishes, and presto! A basement becomes a club room. 


ADDED ROOM 


Ld On 


Solid comfort from top to bottom! That describes the 
home of today, for no longer is the attic merely a storage 
space at the top of the house, nor the basement just a 
furnace room. 

Home owners have learned how easy and economical it 
is to build the same comfort into these extra rooms that 
they enjoy throughout the rest of the house—thanks to 
Celotex Interior Finishes. That’s the beauty of these ma- 
terials. Not only do they decorate a room in a choice of 
treatments, but because they are insulating materials, they 
provide the bodily comfort modern living demands. Fuel 
savings, too, are effected when an attic is finished off with 
these cane fibre materials, because they slow up the heat 
loss at the roof. ; 

Whether it’s to provide space for a quiet game of 
bridge, a round of family fun or living quarters for son, 
daughter, or guest, an extra room will pay many divi- 
dends. Think of the savings of nerves, of fuss and muss, 
such a place could make. 

It need not be a spacious room—the attic bedroom and 
the basement rumpus room on the next page required com- 
paratively small areas. Reclaim that waste space at the 
top and bottom of your home. Make it pay its way in 
entertainment or practical value. 

In each of the reborn rooms shown on this page Celotex 
Interior Finishes have made possible the easy building 
of comfortable quarters at low cost. Whether you use 
Tile Board, Plank, Key Joint Units or large board sheets, 
you can count on a finished interior that will not only 
look well, but one that can stand the strain of hard play 
and provide real comfort for relaxation. 


At the right above .. . The delightful sitting room-bedroom designed by the 
editors of Better Homes and Gardens Magazine. Built in an unused attic, 
with Celotex Insulating Plank and Building Board, this extra room will bring 


fuel savings and more livable comfort to the whole house. 


 ] 


At the right below ... The editors of American Home Magazine planned 
this delightful basement recreation room. Celotex Key Joint Units in lvory 
Finish form the insulated-decorated walls and ceilings. Celotex Tempered 
Hardboard in its natural dark brown finish was used for the built-in 
furniture and the wide bands on the curved wall. 


CELOTEX 
INTERIOR FINISHES FIT 
EVERY REQUIREMENT 


From the sunny sugar cane country of Louisiana comes bagasse, the 
basic material of all Celotex cane board products. After the sugar 
has been extracted from the cane. this tough fibred bagasse pulp is 
processed to separate and sterilize the long, resilient fibres and make 
them ready for the board forming machines. Here they are firmly 
felted and woven together in long, continuous board sheets. Color 
and texture are then added and the units cut and fabricated to their 
final form of beauty. 


The fibres of cane are especially suitable for structural insulating 
units because of their length, strength, and air sealed cellular forma- 
tion. Celotex Interior Finish Products are comparatively light in 
weight, yet exceptionally strong. Their insulating efficiency is re- 
markable—a one-inch thick Celotex Board unit has a heat stop value 
equal to 3 one-inch layers of yellow pine wood, 8 half-inch layers of 
plaster board, a 15-inch thickness of common brick, or 36 inches of 
solid concrete! 


Celotex Interior Every requirement of decoration can be met with these many sized, 
Finishes are guar- vari-colored units. Their use is not limited to new construction— 


anteed in writing 
for the life of the 
building. 


*WHEN ISSUED APPLIES ONLY WITHIN THE CONTINENTAL U.S.A. 


SPECIFICATION DATA 


they can be applied just as easily to existing walls and ceilings to 
bring new comfort to old interiors. 
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CELOTEX 


REC, ULB. PAT. OFF. 


KEY JOINT UNITS 


For those interiors where extra sturdiness, extra insulation 
and a wider range of decorative treatment is required, 
Celotex offers Key Joint Units. 


This thicker, stronger interior finish material makes pos- 
sible the building of rigid, sturdy walls and ceilings with- 
out the need for costly special framing or furring. That 
is because these board units are more substantial and are 
sized for application to standard open framing. The full 
84.” thickness of these units also assures a perfect fit for 
standard trim and window and door frames. 


A greater variety of decorative treatment is possible 
with Celotex Key Joint Units because, in addition to the 
standard finishes of Ivory, Buff and Green, the spline and 
groove joint system offers a device for the introduction 
of color and design not possible with ordinary finishes. 


As illustrated above, this joint system is made so that 
14” of the regular spline is exposed at the juncture of 
each unit. However. special effects can be produced by 
pre-painting these splines to provide an interesting reveal 
of color at the joints. or by means of special wide pre- 
decorated splines made from Celotex Hard Board or any 
YY," thick material. 
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Celotex Interior Finishes rate 
high in the favor of those who ap- 


preciate good value, for they know. 


that the beauty these products im- 
part to a room is second only to 


their year “round comfort-giving 


insulation, 

Wall and ceiling coverings that 
require periodic replacement have 
little place in modest home furnish- 
ing budgets. That is why the swing 
to Celotex Interior Finishes is con- 
stantly growing. 

Visit your Celotex Dealer and 
see the actual materials that were 
used to create the charming inte- 
riors pictured in this book. You 
will find that new beauty for your 


home can be purchased for far i 


less than you think. 


Printed in U.S.A. 
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